SIX NEW TALKS ON BUDDHIST RIGHT LIVELIHOOD BY SADDHARAJA 2011/12

Talk 5: RIGHT CRAFTSMANSHIP AND THE GOD OF TECHNOLOGY
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Saddharaja’s 1973 walk over Helvellyn at night – aged 14

· Leading a party of kids.

· Emergency communication was a whistle – no mobile phones back then.

Talking about RL and Technology under 5 headings

1) Technology is ever-changing.

2) In TBRL, we have to keep up with changing technology.

3) As Buddhist practitioners we need to be discerning.

4) We can find a Middle Way between denial and distraction.
5) Right Craftsmanship.

TECHNOLOGY IS EVER-CHANGING
· We all know this, but seeing it deeply can be an insight (vipashyana) practice.

· Since Windhorse started in 1980, there have been many changes in business tools: e.g. Personal computers, digital cameras, laptops, mobile phones, smartPhones, compact disks, the Internet (websites & emailing), fax machines, Kindles, Palm tops for salesmen, iPods, iPads, wide screen TVs, Facebook, Twitter, etc.

· Since 1980, much existing business tools and equipment has developed: e.g. Computers/word processing, phones with number pads (instead of dials), recording equipment, vehicles etc.

· We take all this for granted.
· Saddharaja’s ‘phone of the future’ at BT in 1988.
· Technology at the time of the Buddha – an agrarian technology. Everything very basic & slow.

IN TBRL, WE MUST KEEP PACE WITH TECHNOLOGY

· The world of business is merciless.

· If we don’t meet customer’s needs, we go out of business.

· Our business methods (producing/sourcing/delivering/selling) must keep pace.

· Story of Kodak 
· Many new inventions have changes our live – and many failed.

AS PRACTITIONERS, WE NEED TO BE DISCERNING ABOUT TECHNOLOGY

· Many dangers to Buddhists working with technology in TBRL: e.g. a) Techno-lust & over-dependence, b) Techno-fear & techno-rage, c) Alienation.

· Opting out of modern technology: The Amish and The Shakers.
· Jethro Tull & the seed drill.
· Avoiding becoming ‘slaves to technology or ‘techno-victims’.

· Technology as a god in modern culture – a new kind of religion.

· We all use and benefit from technology.

· Q: How can we be discerning – on the Path to Enlightenment?

· Q: How can we avoid the dangers within our TBRL work?

· These are important and deep questions.

Technology & The Wheel of Life

· The God Realm.
· The Preta Realm.
· The Human Realm – the only realm that works well with technology.
THE MIDDLE WAY BETWEEN DENIAL AND DISTRACTION

· Middle Way a central teaching of the Buddha.

· Extreme paths of eternalism & nihilism – often lead to asceticism & hedonism.
· We need to find a Middle Way between over-dependence and denial.

· Story of Saddharaja’s year-long computer obsession.
RIGHT CRAFTSMANSHIP

1) Upskilling and downskilling

2) The value of awareness (apramada)

3) Talk to your friends

4) Reflect on unsatisfactoriness & impermanence

5) Buddhist worship, not techno-worship

6) Time away from technology

Conclusion

Short overview of this talk & the main points.

Poem by Ryokan  (1758-1831) The Autumn Moon
The moon appears in every season, it is true,
But surely it's best in fall.
In autumn, mountains loom and water runs clear.
A brilliant disk floats across the infinite sky,
And there is no sense of light and darkness,
For everything is permeated with its presence.
The boundless sky above, the autumn chill on my face.
I take my precious staff and wander about the hills.
Not a speck of the world's dust anywhere,
Just the brilliant beams of moonlight.
I hope others, too, are gazing on this moon tonight,
And that it's illuminating all kinds of people.
Autumn after autumn, the moonlight comes and goes;
Human beings will gaze upon it for eternity.
The sermons of Buddha, the preaching of Eno,
Surely occurred under the same kind of moon.
I contemplate the moon through the night,
As the stream settles, and white dew descends.
Which wayfarer will bask in the moonlight longest?
Whose home will drink up the most moonbeams?

